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Q and A about ekip Community that serves as a hub for
meaningful discussions, brainstorming sessions, and
collaborative projects aimed at making a positive impact on
policy outcomes.

Learn more

ekip is launching its Open Innovation Campaign, with a clear
mission: to shift how Europe understands and supports
innovation.
The campaign builds on a simple hypothesis: innovation starts earlier than 
we think, and creatives are essential to that beginning. 

In a system where innovation is often defined by technology and driven 
from the top down, ekip is working the other way around. We’re curating 
ecosystems where innovation starts in  the space of shared exploration, 
ambiguity, and collaboration. 

By connecting creatives, cities, researchers, policymakers, and institutions, 
ekip is not just supporting innovation, it is redesigning how it starts. The 
campaign makes visible what our model already delivers: structured, open, 
cross-sector collaboration. 

This approach is not theory, it’s embedded in our city assessments, policy 
labs, innovation portfolios, and recommendations.Through this campaign, 
we are building alignment. Each organisation in the project is invited to 
plug in its local narratives, results, and voices. And we move forward with 
one clear message: Creatives are the missing piece. Let’s put them back 
at the centre of Europe’s innovation ecosystems.

Strong Portfolios Pave the Way
for Strategic Collaborations

Policy Poster for crafts-led
innovation

The use of portfolios creates movement or 
transformation of an area, broader than 
individual organisations, individuals, or 
projects. One advantage of portfolios is that 
the aim isn´t to produce a single innovation 
but to nurture a palette of innovations and 
contribute to a transition. How are these 
portfolios created? 

Read full article

Charlotte Lorentz Hjort,
coordinator for ekip.

Policy Area: Craft-led innovation

While academic research on craft and craft science has progressed, and 
recreational crafting saw significant resurgence during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the perception of craft remains rooted in its retro image,
positioning it as seemingly at odds with innovation. 

However, craft is gaining recognition for offering innovative approaches to 
environmental and social sustainability, accessibility, and problem solving. 
Crafts can play a significant role in frugal innovation by leveraging
traditional skills and techniques to create cost-effective and sustainable 
solutions. 

By valuing the process of making and its ability to connect people,
materials, and ideas, craft emerges as a powerful tool for fostering
creativity, collaboration and meaningful innovation. Crafts can contribute 
to innovation by using resource constraints as an opportunity to innovate.

Learn more in ekipʼs policy poster

Conversely, innovation can contribute to the preservation of
traditional crafts and enhance their societal and economic
value.

Elisa Kraatari, researcher at Humak UAS.

Beyond Fast Fashion: How Digital
Passports Could Stitch a Greener Future 
for Europe’s Textile Industry

Traditions as tools for innovation

The future is
handmade: Crafts
meets innovation

Identification:

”Craft is not about hygge”

With that one line, Elisa Kraatari slices clean through the soft-focus,
pastel-filtered Instagram aesthetic that has come to define craft in the
public imagination. This isn’t about weekend hobbies. Craft is serious
business—political, material, and deeply tied to the way we live, consume,
and imagine futures.

Ancient skills hold the key to a more
sustainable world

Formulation - Policy lab

At a time with of rapid technology changes, it is easy to forget about ancient
skills that have been refined across generations. But a new wave is emerging
known as crafts-led innovation. This growing movement draws on centuries-
old craft knowledge that can help to tackle today’s sustainability. ekip´s Policy
Lab identified several critical challenges

As fast fashion falters under the weight of its waste, a new model is
emerging—rooted in sustainable manufacturing, circular thinking, and
radical transparency. The Digital Product Passport (DPP) will transform
textile, fashion, and craft industries across Europe. At ekip´s workshop in
Lund, Sweden the main question was: how will DDP affect us.

Crafts-led innovation is all about using traditional craft skills—like weaving,
pottery, wood carving, leatherwork, or glassblowing—to inspire new ideas,
products, or services. These time-honored techniques aren’t just about
keeping old traditions alive; they can also help solve modern challenges.

ekip´s partner NEXTATLAS analyze the CCI´s interest in craft-led innovation
on social media

Read full article

Read full article

Read full article

Read more and register

Read more and register

Read more and register

Read more and register

Read about ekip´s main findings and the policy recommendations

Read more of NEXTATLAS special focus

News

Want to engage with ekip?

ekip Policy Lab: Inclusivity in the video game industry

ekip Policy Corner: Cultural Heritage and Innovation

ekip Policy Lab: Cross-sectoral innovation with performing
arts

Unexpected: Arts and Science
Innovation Forum

VENUE: Theater Zuidplein, Gooilandsingel 95, Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
TIME: May 30th 2025, from 10:00am – 17:00pm 

The focus of this Policy Lab will be on inclusivity in the video game
industry. Specifically, it will explore challenges related to equal access and
diversity, particularly for individuals who may face barriers to participation
in video game creation and play due to physical or intellectual disabilities,
as well as underrepresented groups based on gender, race, and sexuality.

Read more and register

Hacking futures for cultural and creative industries:
sustainable models for innovation funding

ekip is a Horizon Europe initiative designed to revolutionise
innovation policies for Cultural and Creative Industries
(CCI).

We will ekip Europe with all the potential CCIs offer for its
future

VENUE: ONLINE

TIME: June 25th 2025, from 9:00am – 21:00am / June 27th 2025, from
13:00pm - 15:00 

We invite creative & cultural businesses and organisations, funders,
investors, CCI innovation networks and policy makers to join
the session “Hacking futures for cultural and creative industries: sustainable
models for innovation funding” where we will collaboratively hack
innovation funding models fit for CCIs. 
It builds on the first ekip hackathon, “Innovation infrastructures for the
Creative and Cultural Industries”, held during Creative Skills Week
in Amsterdam in October last year.

The 17 partners of ekip bring specific competences to the Innovation Policy
Platform. 

The process of formulating policies is compared to an engine where the
data is analysed, prioritised and processed. ekip will map and categorize
100 policy areas and process at least 13 of them through the whole engine
and create recommendations. More than 40 CCI network and organisations
across the Europe are engaged by defining and giving the engine data
about our selected policy areas. This initiative ensures that supportive
ecosystems develop a capacity to handle complex multi-stakeholder
innovation processes needed to realise more innovative CCIs in Europe
and the behavioural change they drive towards a more green, inclusive
and digital Europe

VENUE: ONLINE

TIME: May 30th 2025, from 11:00am – 1:00pm

The European Cultural and Creative Industries Innovation Policy Platform 
(ekip) invites you to this webinar where we will explore the challenges and 
opportunities surrounding cultural heritage and innovation.

The main objective of the Lab is to examine the relation between
innovation policies and the actual innovation practices taking place within 
CHIs across Europe.

In the context of this research, we understand cultural heritage institutions 
(CHIs) to include: galleries, museums, archives, libraries, cultural centres, 
heritage sites, and monuments.

VENUE: Stenkrossen - Black box scen, Kastanjegatan 13, Lund
TIME: June 5th 2025 from 9.00 am - 16.15 pm

The European Cultural and Creative Industries Innovation Policy Platform 
consortium (ekip) is proud to invite you to its seventh policy lab for a day of 
learning, exchanging, and co-creating to shape concrete recommenda
tions enabling the role of cultural and creative industries in cross-sectoral 
innovation with performing arts.

At Unexpected we build innovation-ecosystems for a more inclusive and
resilient tomorrow, diving in to themes around sustainable cities, fashion,
cultural heritage, performing arts, technology among others. 

We explore cross-innovation with the cultural and creative industries as a
base for building investable innovation portfolios. Don’t miss the chance to
join in, forge new relations and get inspired. Unexpected is hosted by
Future by Lund with partners. The tickets are available now!

VENUE: Mejeriet, Stora Södergatan 64,
Lund, Sweden
TIME: June 4th 2025, from 8:30 am –
18:30 pm

The Cuypers Library Research Library in Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

The ekip Innovation Policy Platform in three parts: How can you be involved?
What do we produce? How do we work?

See the full Partners list
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