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Innovation doesn’t just happen, it needs to be made. The new ekip Knowledge Bank 
is Europe’s go-to platform for tools, case studies, and insights that put Cultural and 
Creative Industries (CCIs) at the center of policy transformation. 

Designed for policymakers, funders, creative and cultural practitioners, and
innovation actors, the Knowledge Bank helps cut through the noise, bridge
fragmented approaches, and support evidence-based innovation policies. 

Like a bird swarm in perfect sync, Europe’s creatives can enable open innovation to turn diversity into 
strength. 

The creative and cultural industries are vibrant, innovative, and essential to a dynam-
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properly.

Participants from innovation districts from Lund, Milan, Helsingborg and Malmö came together 
during the Italian Research Day in the World 2025 in Lund.

The Creative Industries as a catalyst in
Innovation Districts
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centred around the Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI). These policy recommen-
dations are being developed through a shared process called the “ekip Engine”. After 
two years of work, cities are beginning to explore how the recommendations can be 
integrated into their local innovation systems. In May, discussions began on how two 
mature innovation districts – MIND in Milan and Lund Innovation District – could 
apply the recommendations and tools from ekip.

Boosting innovation across
sectors and borders

Driving innovation across sectors and
borders requires a shared foundation. ekip develop 
innovation policy recommendations addressing 
Innovation Building Blocks. The building blocks are 
key factors as funding, infrastructure and
knowledge that an ecosystem needs to perform. 
The aim for ekip is to create a common language 
and support structure to enable the transformation 
of entire areas and where also the Creatives are 
part of driving innovation.
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The challenge isn´t creativity, but connectivity

CCSI is relevant to all nine faculties of Lund University in Sweden and can serve as a bridge for 
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The use of an innovation portfolio approach creates movement or transformation of 
an area, broader than individual organisations, individuals, or projects. 

One advantage of portfolios is that the aim isn´t to produce a single innovation but 
to nurture a palette of innovations contribute to a transition.
How are these portfolios created?

Emerging technologies, particularly AI, and the dominance of technology-driven 
platforms have reshaped the production, distribution, and consumption of music.
 
The music industry is transforming itselft into a “platform economy”: streaming 
services have overtaken physical sales and downloads as the primary means of 
music consumption, while social media are now vital for music discovery and artist 
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tools, allowing independent artists to develop and share their work more readily. 
These platforms also capture and collect large amounts of listener data, which can 
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ekip´s partner NEXTATLAS analyse on social media the CCI´s interest in
platformisation of the music industry.

We are living in the age of platformisation — a time when Spotify, YouTube, TikTok, 
and other digital platforms have replaced traditional gatekeepers in the music 
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impacting how music is consumed, distributed, and monetized. ekip´s  Policy Lab 
explored how the European music ecosystem can adapt to the platform economy.
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The ekip Innovation Policy Platform in three parts: How can you be involved?
What do we product? How do we work?

Policy Poster

Read more of NEXTATLAS special focus

Innovation Portfolios pave the way for collaborations
with the creatives

Policy Poster on Platformisation of the Music Industry

Policy Area: Platformisation of the Music Industry

Want to engage with ekip?

News

Platformisation is radically transforming the music industry, o�ering both
opportunitiesand challenges for all the involved stakeholders, and its impact
is still evolving.

Formulation - Policy Lab

The music industry – towards a fairer tune

Kalaudioscope aims to open up concert halls to far more people than those who 
can be physically present. With the help of future technologies, publicly funded 
culture can reach a wider audience, become more accessible, and even evolve 
through co-creation with listeners – giving rise to entirely new artistic formats.

Reinventing the live music experience
through co-creation

As digital concerts move toward personalized formats, the legal landscape grows 
increasingly complex. The research project KonsertX has examined the challenges 
of the legal conditions and challenges for digital live broadcasts. 

“We need new ways to balance interests,” says
Aurelija Lukoseviciene postdoctoral researcher in law and technology at
Lund University, one of the project’s leading voices.

Digital concerts raise new legal questions

Europe’s music sector can only stay competitive if it treats open innovation as a 
shared task. The ekip recommendations point to a simple idea: build the capabilities 
and structures that let many small actors work together, make audiences active 
partners in shaping better services, and back new ownership and business models 
with smart, long-term funding.

Do this well and you get faster learning, fairer outcomes for creators and a stronger 
pipeline of ideas that scale across borders.

Europe’s music sector must embrace open
innovation to compete globally

In June partners from the Netherlands Institute for Sound & Vision hosted 
Hacking futures for cultural and creative industries: sustainable models for 
innovation funding. Across two online sessions, CCI practitioners, funders, 
investors, innovation networks, and policymakers came together to “hack” 
new approaches to innovation funding.

Does current funding for innovation match the
characteristics and ambitions of Cultural and
Creative Industries?

VENUE: Media Parkboulevard 1 1217 WE Hilversum, the Netherlands 
TIME: October 2nd 2025, from 9:30am – 13:00pm

The focus of this Policy Lab will be exploring the opportunities and challenges on 
the role of Cultural Heritage Institutions (CHIs) within open innovation ecosystems, 
the ongoing policy initiatives, critical factors to be addressed, and actions needed 
to ensure the development of thriving open innovation ecosystems.

ekip Policy Lab: Community review – Cultural Heritage Institutions within
Open Innovation Ecosystem

 VENUE: Campus Bovisa, via Candiani 72, Milan, Italy
TIME: October 29th 2025; from 10:00am to 16:00pm CET

This ekip Policy Lab will explore how research and innovation (R&I) policies can 
support the development and scaling of eco-design practices and DPP
implementation in the fashion and textile sectors. Particular attention will be paid to 
the role of CCIs, SMEs, and local ecosystems in furthering this agenda through 
collaborative innovation frameworks and inclusive governance models. It will 
explore key challenges and opportunities for implementation of Ecodesign in 
Sustainable Products Regulation and Extended Producer responsibility.

ekip Policy Lab: Digital Product Passport Unlocking
Circularity in Fashion & CCIs 

VENUE: Riksteatern, Botkyrka, Stockholm Sweden 
TIME: November 14th 2025, from 9:00AM - 11AM

The European Commission has ten folded its investments in the Cultural and 
Creative Industries the last few years. A policy dialogue on how Sweden can be 
part of the European movement where the talks are about “Unleashing the 
potential of the Cultural and Creative Industries”.

Policy Dialogue: Round Table on Innovation Policies
with the Performing Arts in focus

Discover how Europe’s Culture and Creative Industries are unlocking
open innovation.

�¯�.���„�����„�•�å�‚�–�S���‚�Š�„�\�&�„���F�3�•�„���‚�3�S�'�„�Š�•�����3�Ù���„���\�Q�•���–���S�����Š�„�–�\�„�–�.���„�N�S�S�\�µ�å�–�3�\�S
Policy Platform. 

The process of formulating policies is compared to an engine where the data is 
analysed, prioritised and processed. 

ekip will map and categorize 100 policy areas and process at least 13 of them 
through the whole engine and create recommendations. More than 40 CCI network 
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engine data about our selected policy areas. 

This initiative ensures that supportive ecosystems develop a capacity to handle 
complex multi-stakeholder innovation processes needed to realise more innova-
tive CCIs in Europe and the behavioural change they drive towards a more green, 
inclusive and digital Europe

Interesting in ekip´s previous newsle�er on AI and
Cultural and Creative Industries, New European
Bauhaus, Immersive Media and Craft-led Innovation?

ekip is a Horizon Europe initiative designed to
revolutionise innovation policies for Cultural and
Creative Industries (CCI).

We will ekip Europe with all the potential CCIs o�er for
its future

Q and A about ekip Community that serves as a hub 
ormeaningful discussions, brainstorming sessions,
andcollaborative projects aimed at making a positive
impact onpolicy outcomes.

Read full article

Explore the ekip Knowledge Bank now: knowledge-bank.ekipengine.eu
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