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High-Level Policy Event: “Shifting How Innovation 
Works in Europe”

Creatives overlooked in national innovation strategies 

From design studios to gaming startups, Europe’s cultural and creative industries are 
widely recognised as engines of growth. Yet behind the consensus lies a fragmented 
policy landscape that risks holding the sector back.

Over the past two decades, cultural and creative industries (CCI) have become firmly 
embedded in policy thinking at EU, national and regional levels. Governments 
increasingly recognise that creativity is not just about art – it is also about innovation, 
competitiveness and economic resilience.

A recent Policy Landscape Analysis by ekip, examining policy documents from 12 
European countries, suggests that this shift is more than rhetorical. 

ekip is ongoing producing a serie of White Papers that 
distills the key concepts shaping ekip—cu�ing through 
complexity to clarify what makes a difference to inno-
vate with the Creatives in ecosystems.
 
Designed for practitioners, policymakers, and innovators in the cultural and creative 
industries, each paper unpacks critical themes, aligns theory with practice, and 
sparks actionable insight. Together, they form a sharp, forward-looking foundation 
for understanding, building, and scaling impact  by the ekip Engine work. A White 
Paper series on Open Innovation 3.0 is one of these.

This is the tenth policy area that ekip now has processed in the policy Engine

Learn more in pre-event brief

Policy Area: Cultural heritage institutions
within open innovation ecosystem

Want to engage with ekip?

Events

News

On 4 May, we bring together policymakers, cities, ecosystem actors and CCI
organisations in Brussels for a full working day focused on one question:

What needs to change in how we design innovation systems, so they actually
deliver?
Across four sessions, we move from framing to application to future positioning:

Rethinking the foundations: innovation policy meets cultural production.

From ideas to investment: making creative innovation investable through portfolios, 
city prototyping and ecosystem inventories.

From policy to practice: embedding CCIs in regional and national strategies, pow-
ered by Smart Specialisation and open innovation 3.0.

Financing transformation: integrating creatives into Europe’s future frameworks and 
funding models, including FP10.

The day concludes with key takeaways from high-level EU research & innovation 
leadership, connecting the discussion directly to upcoming framework decisions.

👉 Registration is open until 20 April. Places are limited.

Learn More

Q and A about ekip Community that serves as a hub 
ormeaningful discussions, brainstorming sessions,
andcollaborative projects aimed at making a positive
impact on policy outcomes.

See the full Partners list

The ekip Innovation Policy Platform in three parts: How can you be involved?
What do we produce? How do we work?

ekip is a Horizon Europe initiative designed to
revolutionise innovation policies for Cultural and
Creative Industries (CCI).

We will equip Europe with all the potential CCIs offer
for its future

The 18 partners of ekip bring specific competences to the Innovation Policy 
Platform. 

The process of formulating policies is compared to an engine where the data 
is analysed, prioritized and processed. 

ekip will map and categorize 100 policy areas and process at least 13 of them 
through the whole engine and create recommendations. More than 40 CCI 
network and organizations across Europe are engaged by defining and giving 
the engine data about our selected policy areas. 

This initiative ensures that supportive ecosystems develop a capacity to 
handle complex multi-stakeholder innovation processes needed to realize 
more innovative CCIs in Europe and the behavioral change they drive 
towards a more green, inclusive and digital Europe

Open Le�er to the European Community

Your signature is a policy argument.

Sign the Open Letter

Read full article

Read full White Paper on ekip’s Knowledge Bank

Keep up with ekip’s White Papers

Add your voice to the open letter calling for Cultural and Creative Industries to 
be written into the architecture of FP10, Europe’s next Research and Innovation 
Framework Programme.

For a Future-Ready Europe: Integrating Cultural and Creative Intelligence into
 FP10 and Beyond 

The fashion and textiles ecosystem is one of the 14
strategic sectors in the EU’s Industrial Strategy, aimed 
at accelerating the green and digital transitions.
 
An ecosystemic approach is key, integrating regional sectors into a unified system 
where collaboration drives transformation. Enabling this strategy means embedding 
open innovation across all supply and value chains, including: recognizing textile 
waste as a valuable resource, developing advanced manufacturing to streamline 
production and reduce overproduction, educating consumers on responsible
choices, upskilling makers and designers, and developing new service models that 
encourage behavioral change—such as repair, rental, and resale systems. 

Bringing together government, industry, academia, and civil society, this approach 
promotes sustainability, accountability, and fair standards while remaining
responsive to evolving market values and societal expectations.

Policy Poster

ekip´s partner NEXTATLAS analyse on social media the CCI´s fashion transition and 
a eco-design for circularity. Watch the presentation on the findings. 

Read more of NEXTATLAS special focus

At ekip’s Policy Lab in Milano, industry leaders and policy experts gathered to 
dissect the European Union’s ambitious Digital Product Passport (DPP) initiative — 
a system designed to tag products with comprehensive traceability data, from 
raw fiber to end-of-life recycling. 

The discussion underscored a pressing reality: the future of fashion and textiles 
hinges on an ecosystem-wide approach, one that threads together regional 
industries into a coherent, transparent, and responsible market.

Read full article

Formulation - Policy Lab

DPP could be the spark for a more responsible market

Read more about ekip´s policy recommendations

The transition toward a circular and sustainable fashion industry is gaining
momentum across Europe, driven by both environmental urgency and evolving 
policy frameworks. At the centre of this transformation is the Digital Product Pass-
port (DPP), a tool designed to improve transparency, traceability, and circularity 
across textile value chains. 

From Fabric to Future: How DPP is transforming
european fashion

ekip is pleased to announce an upcoming Policy Lab focused on the role of the 
creative layer in Europe’s deep-tech landscape.

This lab will examine how Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs) can accelerate 
deep-tech innovation, from sense-making and user experience to adoption, 
experimentation, and ecosystem building. At the same time, we will explore how 
deep-tech capabilities can open new creative, cultural, and economic possibilities 
for CCIs.

Read more about the event in Brussels, May 6th 2026

Read more ekip Academy

The ekip Academy is a four-day intensive training programme for policy teams 
designing innovation strategies that integrate cultural and creative industries into 
collaborations across sectors. Taking place from 1 - 4 June, a total of 14 teams of 
three work together on a shared mission.

We are very happy that there are teams from all over Europe participating, from 
way up north - like Sweden and Estonia - to way south - like Spain and
Turkey - and from West to East – like Ireland, the UK and Kosovo.

In the coming months, we will highlight some of the teams ecosystems and 
challenges.

These are the teams selected for the ekip Academy

ekip held a workshop at Lund City Library, Sweden, on building capacity for digital 
inclusion in a changing world. 

The event highlighted the library’s democratic role and the need for innovative 
collaboration between public and private actors.Particular emphasis was placed 
on the importance of collaboration between public and private actors to address 
future challenges.

What role do the public libraries play in digital inclusion and democracy today?

Last month's, ekip Policy Corner in Brussels on spaces, infrastructures, and 
ecosystems of the cultural and creative sector brought together practitioners, 
policymakers and ecosystem builders to talk honestly about what's breaking, 
and what's working.

Creative spaces are closing across Europe because the system wasn't built to
sustain them.

Three things came through clearly:

Spaces need to do more than one thing. Production, presenta   
tion, community gathering, flexibility isn't a nice-to-have, it's 
how you survive.

Intermediaries are undervalued infrastructure. The people 
who connect, translate, and bridge across sectors are holding 
ecosystems together.

Young people and newcomers need a door in. Without clear 
pathways and real financial literacy support, creative practice 
stays precarious. And precarious doesn't scale.

1.

2.

3.

Read Mats Benner’s call for action

Today’s most pressing societal challenges—whether in security, mobility, 
energy, or digital transformation—are deeply interconnected and cannot be 
solved within isolated disciplines. 
They demand a synthesis of technological expertise, economic understanding, 
and, critically, insights into human behaviour, creativity, and emotion. As a result, 
knowledge domains are no longer separate silos but interwoven systems, 
requiring broad, collaborative approaches and diverse constellations of actors. 
This shift calls for a fundamental rethinking of how universities are structured 
and how they engage with CCI.

Mats Benner, professor and Academic Lead for the coordination of CCI at Lund University.

A call from Lund University to Universities across Europe to seize the opportunity

Why the Universities and Creative Industries Must
Engage Now

Read full essay

A vision of art, design and the humanities as the Nordic region’s next competitive 
advantage. Essay written for IVA as part of Swedish Futures - a vision for Sweden 
as a country of technology and innovation by 2035 - by IVA Fellows Martin Nilsson 
Jacobi and Anna Valtonen.

Martin Nilsson Jacobi, rektor och verkställande direktör Chalmers tekniska högskola 
och Anna Valtonen, rektor Konstfack.

The Two As in STEAM

From city to city, each stop marks a moment of exchange: where local perspectives 
meet shared challenges, and where knowledge flows across borders. This journey 
is more than a series of events—it’s a growing network of collaboration, built 
through conversations, partnerships, and collective learning. As the map unfolds, it 
tells the story of a dynamic ecosystem in motion, linking diverse communities and 
shaping new pathways for innovation across Europe.

ekip engine is on the move—traversing Europe to
connect people, ideas, and insights. 

The new ekip Knowledge Bank is Europe’s go-to platform for tools, case studies, 
and insights that put Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs) at the center of policy 
transformation. 

Explore the ekip Knowledge Bank now: knowledge-bank.ekipengine.eu

We welcome contributions that advance understanding and practice around 
innovation in and with Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs). You can submit 
your contribution here

Innovation doesn’t just happen, it needs to be made.

Read our previous newsletters

Discover how Europe’s Culture and Creative Industries are unlocking open 
innovation.

Interesting in ekip´s previous newsle�er on AI and
Cultural and Creative Industries, New European
Bauhaus, Immersive Media, Craft-led Innovation
and Platformisation of the Music Industry?
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