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Let’s make sure that Europe’s most powerful asset for 
competitiveness will be a driver across ecosystems! 

That requires structural change across five fronts put 
forward by ekip.

In this issue, discover why Europe’s innovation ecosystem needs a creative 
reset—and why creatives are the missing piece.

Explore how ekip works as an engine, making open innovation a default practice 
rather than an exception.

Learn from real-world cases where the system is already in action, connecting CCI 
with industry, research, and policy.

And look ahead to the future of cultural and creative industries—and what they can 
unlock across Europe.

Five recommendations for the EP and Council

Want to engage with ekip?

News

Upcoming events

For all the language of competitiveness and technological sovereignty, Europe’s 
innovation policy still underuses one of its strongest capabilities: its Cultural and 
Creative Industries (CCIs). Not as a niche sector, but as a force shaping how
innovation happens.
If Europe is serious about future-ready innovation ecosystems, CCIs must
move to the core. 

ekip High-Level Innovation Policy Event in Brussels.

See the full Partners list

The ekip Innovation Policy Platform in three parts: How can you be involved?
What do we produce? How do we work?

ekip is a Horizon Europe initiative designed to
revolutionise innovation policies for Cultural and
Creative Industries (CCI).

We will equip Europe with all the potential CCIs offer
for its future

The 18 partners of ekip bring specific competences to the Innovation Policy 
Platform. 

The process of formulating policies is compared to an engine where the data 
is analysed, prioritized and processed. 

ekip will map and categorize 100 policy areas and process at least 13 of them 
through the whole engine and create recommendations. More than 40 CCI 
network and organizations across Europe are engaged by defining and giving 
the engine data about our selected policy areas. 

This initiative ensures that supportive ecosystems develop a capacity to 
handle complex multi-stakeholder innovation processes needed to realize 
more innovative CCIs in Europe and the behavioral change they drive towards 
a more green, inclusive and digital Europe

ekip´s Policy Lab in Rotterdam on Inclusivity in the video game industry. Photo: Bodil Malmström

What happened in Brussels?
 
Read our conclusions, reflections and recommendations 
on how innovation ecosystems can be advanced with the 
Cultural and Creative Industries.

Read our magazine highlighting ekip´s event in Brussels

New magazine about ekip. Enjoy reading.

Europe´s creative innovation gap: why cities are
turning to ekip
 
From Stockholm to southern Italy, a growing number of cities are seeking 
answers to the same question: how do you actually build innovation systems for 
the Cultural and Creative Industries? The surge of interest in ekip suggests that 
Europe may finally be ready to move from ambition to action.

Read full article

Intermediaries offer a way forward. Positioned between academia, industry, and policy, they provide 
neutral platforms for coordination without requiring full centralization. Photo: iStockphoto

The Scuola di Restauro di Botticino trains conservator-restorers to plan and direct 
interventions, not merely execute them. Through thousands of laboratory hours 
on protected artworks and a network spanning museums, universities, and the 
MIND innovation district, it shows how heritage conservation sits at the strategic 
core of cultural innovation.

Activities in the school’s restoration workshops. Image courtesy of Scuola di Restauro di Botticino.

Read full article

Where restoration meets innovation:
Scuola di Restauro di Bo�icino in Milan’s
MIND District 

This article explores how cultural policymaking has evolved beyond traditional arts 
policy, and why recognising who cultural policymakers are today is crucial for 
connecting cultural and creative industries with innovation, sustainability, and 
wider societal agendas. 

Cultural Policymakers: who are they and where
to find them?

Building on the momentum of the inaugural 2023 edition, this year’s forum con-
vened senior government officials, private sector leaders, development institutions, 
and financiers to explore concrete opportunities for trade, investment, and strate-
gic partnerships.
ekip played a visible and active role, contributing to discussions and ensuring that 
the creative sector was strongly represented in the broader Namibia–EU partner-
ship framework.

Read about the event

What are the impacts of AI scraping on the digital heritage sector and wider 
digital commons? People in the creative and heritage sectors are invited to 
explore this question at an event hosted by Sound & Vision and the University of 
Edinburgh, as part of ekip, along with AIxDesign, featuring a panel and creative 
zine-making workshop.

The new ekip Knowledge Bank is Europe’s go-to platform for tools, case studies, 
and insights that put Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs) at the center of policy 
transformation. 

Designed for policymakers, funders, creative and cultural practitioners, and 
innovation actors, the Knowledge Bank helps cut through the noise, bridge 
fragmented approaches, and support evidence-based innovation policies. 

Explore the ekip Knowledge Bank now: knowledge-bank.ekipengine.eu

We welcome contributions that advance understanding and practice around 
innovation in and with Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs). You can submit 
your contribution here

Innovation doesn’t just happen, it needs to be made.

Discover how Europe’s Culture and Creative Industries are unlocking 
open innovation.

Interesting in ekip´s previous newsle�er on AI and
Cultural and Creative Industries, New European
Bauhaus, Immersive Media, Craft-led Innovation and
Platformisation of the Music Industry?

Participants from across Europe gathered at the ekip Academy in Tallinn. Photo: Jana Laigo

Building innovation ecosystems – the case
for intermediaries
 
Recent EU policy debates—captured in the Letta and Draghi reports—have sharp-
ened a familiar concern: Europe needs to better orchestrate its innovation resourc-
es. The ambition is clear. More focus, more coordination, more transformative 
impact. Mats Benner, professor and Academic Lead for the coordination of CCI at 
Lund University reflects on the challenges and opportunities shaping Europe’s 
innovation landscape.

Read full article

Read full article

Creatives are in Europe´s strategy. Now comes the 
hard part.
 
European CCI policy has matured across EU, national and regional levels, with 
growing recognition of CCIs as contributors to innovation, competitiveness and 
societal transformation. 

However, policy fragmentation, uneven implementation and weak integration into 
innovation systems remain significant barriers. This white paper analyses the CCI 
policy landscape and highlights the need for more coherent, cross-sectoral and 
ecosystem-based governance.

Read full article

Read full article
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The Namibia–EU Business Forum 2026, held from
11–13 May in Windhoek, marked a significant step
forward in strengthening economic cooperation
between Namibia and the European Union.

We will bring people together from the Creatives, Governments and Academia, in 
a European dialogue “from policy to action”, a tailored tour at the DD venue area, 
and a network party.

More information coming soon at ekip’s event page.

ekip partners arranging: TU Delft, Rotterdam, Sound and Vision, Lund University

Each year, Dutch Design Week turns Eindhoven into a stage for bold ideas in public space.
Photo: Ronald Smits

Save the date!
23 October ekip will be co-arranging an event in three
parts at Dutch Design week with CLICKNL, Dutch
Design Foundation and BNO (Dutch Designers). 

Read more and register

The European Cultural and Creative Industries (CCIs) Innovation Policy Platform 
consortium is pleased to invite you to its final Policy Lab, a one-day programme of 
learning and exchange at the heart of Ars Electronica Festival in Linz, Austria.

Taking place in the context of the festival themes Future Begins and Negotiating 
Humanity, the lab will explore Creativity as civic infrastructure: CCIs and digital 
commons, reflecting on how CCIs can help strengthen Europe’s digital commons 
and support more resilient, inclusive and participatory digital futures. 

Read more and register

The Braga workshop will address innovative policies that can help utilize urban 
infrastructure for cultural and creative industries (CCIs), while exploring how policy 
innovation can support cross-sector and cross-policy collaboration, and enable 
sustainable growth of CCIs within the Braga context.

Read more
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